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Riparian Conservation Action  

Program (RCAP) 

RCAP works to restore riparian function in order to   

improve water quality and habitat for several wildlife 
species inside the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) for 

communities in Marion County. The program goal is to 

establish riparian buffers on streams (303d) listed by   
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) for water 

quality impairment.  The grant program provides  
financial and technical assistance as well as project 

management. RCAP will pay 50% of the project cost, 
up to $5,000, and the applicants are required to pro-

vide the remaining 50% of the project funds (this can 

be provided as labor costs, materials, cash or finan-

cial assistance from other sources).  In conclusion, 

RCAP enables communities to meet national EPA stan-

dards of water quality more efficiently and effectively. 
 

Eligibility: Preference will be given to Designated 

Management Agencies (DMAõs) meeting DEQ Total 
Maximum Daily Load (TMDLõs) plans and any stream-

side landowners living on a DEQ listed 303 d stream 

located inside the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB). 

Contact:  Marion 

Soil and Water 

Conservation 

District,          503

-391-9927 Ext. 128 

Landowner Assistance Program (LAP) 

Landowners install best management practices or con-

servation practices in order to solve specific natural 

resource issues (such as erosion, weed control, over-

grazing, etc.).  Marion SWCD will pay 50% of the project 

cost, up to $5,000, and the landowners are required to 

provide the remaining 50% of the project funds (this can 

be provided as labor costs, materials, cash or  financial 

assistance from other sources).  Landowners who have 

gone through the conservation planning process with 

Marion SWCD are encouraged to 

apply. 
  

Eligibility: Preference will be given to 

small acreage landowners that have 

difficulty finding other financial as-

sistance through other existing state 

and federal programs.  Landowner 

projects must also be in  coordina-

tion with the goals of the local Agricultural Water Quality 

Management Area Plan. 

Contact:   Marion Soil and Water Conservation          

District,                          503-391-9927 

Special Project Grant Program (SPG) 

Marion SWCD established the Special Grant Program to finan-

cially assist and demonstrate innovative and sustainable con-

servation projects and speed the development and availability of 

new and effective conservation practices in the District. The 

SPG program seeks those conservation practices that repre-

sent a cutting edge conservation practice that is currently  

under represented in Marion County. These projects will then 

serve as models for others to confidently follow. Funded      

projects will offer the potential to work towards solving local 

area resource concerns by developing and implementing tools, 

ideas, or practices.  Contact: Marion SWCD at  503-391-9927.  

Other BENEFICIAL  but   NON-FUNDING PROGRAMS      

Marion SWCD Native Plant, Shrub and Tree Sale 

Each March Marion SWCD holds a native plant and tree sale to encourage more 

people to use native plants in their yards, on their farms, or at their businesses. 

Native plants help to enhance your yard or garden by providing food and shelter for 
birds and other wildlife. Also, once established, they require less water and mainte-

nance as they are already adapted to our climate and soils! 

Manure Exchange Program (MEP) 

Marion SWCD has organized a free program that will benefit the livestock owners 

and gardeners. The Manure Exchange Program pairs gardeners and landowners 

searching for sources of local, free, organic fertilizer, with livestock owners and 

managers that have excess fresh and composted manure. The goal of the program is 
to help farmers that need to dispose of manure because they do not have the land 

available to utilize the nutrients on their farm. It will also benefit others in the com-

munity seeking a nearby source for fresh fertilizer. It is a great way to recycle our 

natural resources. 

Marion SWCD is maintaining a list of livestock owners that wish to share their ma-
nure. The livestock owners provide information on how they wish to be contacted, 

the type of manure they have, and where they are located in the District. Those 

interested can obtain the list from our office or by downloading the list from our 

website a source of manure near them. Please contact Marion SWCD at 503-391-

9927.   Check out our Website: http://marionswcd.net for more information! 

 Landowners improve near stream, in-stream, wetland 

and native plant areas to benefit fish and wildlife.  In 

return, the landowner can receive biological advice and 

up to 50% cost-sharing (a one-to-one match of federal 
to nonfederal dollars) to install habitat measures. 

Contact: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,  
                                  503-231-6179 (Portland) 

Funding Assistance Available! 
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òTodayõs the Day for Conservation!ó 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program  



Agricultural Water Enhancement     

Program (AWEP) 

 

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) 

Conservation Reserve                

Enhancement Program (CREP) 
 

Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CStP) 

 

 

Your Partners in Conservation 

The following agencies can help you assess the needs of your 

property and help you find a conservation  program that will 

work for you.  All of the listed agencies have offices located in   

Salem.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Marion Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)             
Provides on-site technical advice on managing pastures, manure, 
wildlife habitat, and other conservation measures.  Assists in se-

curing funding.   Offers workshops, publications, and over-the-
phone help for urban and rural landowners.       503-391-9927       

http://marionswcd.net. 

USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
Provides on-site technical advice on managing pastures, manure, 

wildlife habitat, and other conservation measures.      Assists with 
federal cost-share programs.                              503-399-5741 x3    

http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov  

USDA-Farm Services Agency (FSA) 
Administers cost-sharing programs for streamside buffers.                                                

http://www.fsa.usda.gov                                     503-399-5741 x2     

Marion County Extension Service 

Offers workshops, publications, and over-the-phone help for urban 
and rural landowners.                                          503-588-5301    

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/marion/ 

Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) 
Administers Forest Practices Act and provides forestry advice.           

http://www.odf.state.or.us                                   503-859-2151    

The small grant program was developed to support imple-

mentation of the Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds 

by funding projects designed to improve water quality, 
water quantity, and fish and wildlife habitat.  This program 

funds on-the-ground watershed restoration and enhance-

ment projects on forest, agricultural, range, urban, and 

rural residential lands.  Applicants may receive a grant of 

up to $9,000, with 25% matching funds required. 

Eligibility:  Any person, tribe, watershed council, soil and  

water conservation district, community college, state institu-

tion of higher education, independent not-for-profit institution 

of higher education, or political subdivision of the state that is 

not a state agency applying through a recognized local Water-

shed Council or Soil and Water Conservation District.   

Contact: Marion Soil and Water Conservation District,              

               503-391-9927         

OWEB Small Grant Coordinator, Westside,          

                             503-986-0187  

The Conservation Stewardship Program (CStP) encour-

ages agricultural and forestry producers to maintain 
existing conservation activities and adopt additional ones 
on their operations. CStP is a new voluntary conservation 

program that provides financial and technical assistance 

to conserve and enhance soil, water, air, and related 

natural resources on their land. CStP provides opportuni-

ties to both recognize excellent stewards and deliver 

valuable new conservation. Contracts are 5 years in  

duration. 

Eligibility: CStP is available on Tribal and private agricul-

tural lands, as well as nonindustrial private forest. The 

program provides equitable access to all producers,  

regardless of operation size, crops produced, or geo-

graphic location. Eligible lands include cropland, grass-

land, prairie land, improved pastureland, rangeland, non-

industrial private forest land, and agricultural land under 

the jurisdiction of an Indian tribe.                                 

Contact: USDA Natural Resources Conservation    

Service,                                              503-399-5741 x3 

Provides funding to eligible landowners through cost-

share assistance for the installation of conservation cov-

ers such as filter strips and forested buffers. These con-

servation practices help protect streams, lakes, and riv-

ers from sedimentation and agricultural runoff.    CREP 

also helps landowners develop and restore wetlands 

through the planting of appropriate groundcover.   

In return, landowners receive up to a 50% cost-share on 
the cost to install conservation covers.  Additional incen-

tives and cost-share assistance may apply depending 
upon your project.  CREP does carry a 10 or 15 year com-

mitment to keep ground out of agricultural production for 

which rental payments are paid annually. 
 

Eligibility: Generally, landowners with cropland or pas-

tureland that border streams under a water quality man-
agement program or a historic wetland. To determine if 

you or your land qualifies,  

Contact: Farm Service Agency (FSA) at                               
                                              503-399-5741 x 2  

Landowners develop a farm plan that includes practices that 

result in irrigation improvements or improved surface water 
quality from field runoff, (i.e. filter strips, sediment traps, 

erosion control, grass waterways, riparian buffers, under-

ground outlets or other eligible practices).  In return, land-

owners receive payment incentives to cover approximately 

50% of the cost to install these measures. Limited duration 

through 2011. 

Eligibility: Landowners with plans that rank high in water qual-
ity improvement, water conservation, and erosion control 

within the designated AWEP area.  

Contact: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service,  

                                    503-399-5741 x3 

Environmental Quality Incentives   

    Program (EQIP) 

Landowners develop a farm plan to install erosion con-

trol, water conservation, and wildlife habitat improve-
ment measures such as manure compost storage, fenc-

ing, nose pumps, cover crops, no-till drilling, tree plant-
ing, wildlife habitat, and other practices.  In return, land-

owners receive up to 50% of the cost to install these 

conservation measures.  Some conservation practices 

include flat-rate incentive payments.   

Eligibility: Landowners with plans that rank high in water 

quality improvement, water conservation, and erosion 

control. 

Contact: USDA Natural Resources Conservation    

Service,                                       503-399-5741 x3 

Oregon Watershed Enhancement 

Board Small Grants 

P r o g r a m s   T h a t   F i t   Y o u r   C o n s e r v a t i o n   P l a n 

 

Landowners restore wetlands, flooded areas, and adjacent 

upland areas for fish and wildlife. In return, landowners re-
ceive up to 75 to 100% of the cost to install conservation 

measures.  They may also enter into a 30-year or permanent 
conservation easement with the government and receive from 

75 to 100% of the agricultural value of the land. 

Eligibility: Landowners must prove ownership and land must 

be suitable for restoring wetlands that are valuable for wild-

life.                                                                                         

Contact:  USDA Natural Resources Conservation                  

 Service,                      503-399-5741 x3 

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program 
(WHIP) 

 
 

Program: Landowners develop a farm plan that installs 

wildlife habitat measures such as planting native trees, 

shrubs, and grasses, creating snags, fencing off natural 

areas, and installing bat boxes, snake hibernating 
mounds, and raptor perches.  In return, landowners   

receive up to 75% of the cost to install these measures. 

Eligibility: Landowners, tribes, and local and state agen-
cies that own or have control over land.  Landowners are 

encouraged to partner with other agencies or groups to 

help offset costs. 

Contact: USDA Natural Resources Conservation   

Service,                              503-399-5741 x3 
The Marion SWCD is an equal opportunity employer, providing services to the public without regard to race, religion, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, national origin, mental or physical disability, marital status, age, or other protected status or activity in accordance with applicable law. 


